
Page 1 of 1 
 

 

PR#247-25 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Belize Secures WTO Fish Fund Grant to Strengthen Fisheries 
Subsidies Governance 

 

Belmopan, November 27, 2025. 

 
The Government of Belize is proud to announce that the World Trade 
Organization’s Fish Fund has approved the “Building Legal Understanding 
and Enforcement Capacity for Fisheries Subsidies Reform in Belize (BLUE-
CAP) Project.” 
 
This grant, valued at US$300,000, will help Belize build the legal and 
institutional capacity needed to manage emerging fisheries subsidy 
programs responsibly, ensuring they support livelihoods without 
inadvertently encouraging harmful fishing practices. The BLUE-CAP Project 
complements ongoing Blue Economy initiatives—such as the IDB-supported 
program to expand artisanal fisheries and the national Blue Economy 
Development Policy and Strategy—by pairing financial and livelihood 
support with strong governance and compliance frameworks. Together, 
these efforts reinforce Belize’s vision of a blue economy that is both 
economically empowering and environmentally sustainable. 
 
The success of this application reflects the close collaboration of the 
Directorate General for Foreign Trade, the Ministry of Blue Economy and 
Marine Conservation, the Fisheries Department, and the High Seas 
Fisheries Unit, in partnership with the Caribbean Regional Fisheries 
Mechanism (CRFM). Belize thanks the WTO Fish Fund Steering Committee 
and the Secretariat for their support and looks forward to working with 
national and regional partners to safeguard marine resources for future 
generations. 
 
Ends 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Berisford Codd  
Senior Trade Economist  
Directorate General for Foreign Trade  
Email: berisford.codd@mft.gov.bz 
 
Felicia Cruz 
Director of Blue Economy  
Ministry of Blue Economy and Marine Conservation 
Email: director@blueeconomy.gov.bz 


