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Ministry of Finance Announces Departure of FIU Director 
  
Belmopan, August 7, 2025.  

The Government of Belize, through the Ministry of Finance, today extends 
its deep gratitude to Ms. Leni Ysaguirre McGann, who concluded her tenure 
as Director of the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) on July 31, 2025. 

During her distinguished service, Ms. Ysaguirre McGann played a pivotal 
role in advancing Belize’s anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism 
financing framework. Under her leadership, Belize achieved extraordinary 
results in its Fourth Round Mutual Evaluation by the Caribbean Financial 
Action Task Force (CFATF): 

• An impressive “fully compliant” rating for 38 out of 40 technical FATF 
Recommendations, with the remaining two rated as “largely 
compliant”—an achievement placing Belize among the world’s top 
performers on its first attempt. 

• Demonstrated substantial effectiveness in five of the eleven Immediate 
Outcomes, moderate effectiveness in five, and low effectiveness in 
only one. 

These historic accomplishments significantly elevated Belize’s international 
standing, affirming its status as a global leader in combating financial crime. 

Speaking on her departure, Hon. Christopher Coye, Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Finance, remarked: 

“Leni Ysaguirre McGann has been an instrumental force in strengthening 
Belize’s financial integrity. Her leadership of the FIU and stewardship of 
Belize’s CFATF engagement have delivered transformative results—not just 
in terms of compliance, but in global confidence in our regulatory framework. 
On behalf of the Government, I thank her for her years of dedicated service 
and her enduring contribution to national development.” 

The Government conveys its heartfelt appreciation to Ms. Ysaguirre McGann 
for her steadfast dedication, leadership, and the legacy she leaves in building 
Belize’s institutional resilience and credibility. Her successful tenure at the 
helm of the FIU, her chairmanship of the National Anti-Money Laundering 
Committee (NAMLC), and her role in international cooperation have laid a 
strong foundation for the next phase of Belize’s AML/CFT efforts. 

As of August 4, 2025, Ms. Marilyn Gardiner-Usher has assumed the role of 
FIU Director, and the Ministry looks forward to continuing the positive 
momentum toward the upcoming Fifth Round Mutual Evaluation. 
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