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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Belize and Taiwan Celebrate Economic Empowerment 

Milestone with Launch of Phase 2 for Micro-Entrepreneurs 

Project 

 

Belmopan. June 12, 2025. 

 

The Ministry of Human Development, Family Support, and Gender Affairs, in 
collaboration with the Taiwan International Cooperation and Development 
Fund (Taiwan ICDF), held the closing ceremony for Phase 1 and the official 
launch of Phase 2 of the Increasing Economic Power for Micro-
Entrepreneurs Project this morning at the Oasis Hidden Hall in Belmopan. 
  
The event marked a significant milestone in Belize’s ongoing efforts to 
enhance economic inclusion and resilience among underserved populations, 
particularly women and small-scale entrepreneurs. The initiative, which 
provides business training, mentorship, and startup support to micro-
entrepreneurs, aims to strengthen livelihoods and promote sustainable 
economic growth. 
 
In attendance at the event were several key officials, including Mrs. Adele 
Catzim-Sanchez, Chief Executive Officer in the Ministry of Human 
Development; Ms. Indira Usher from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Her 
Excellency Lily Li-Wen Hsu, Ambassador of the Republic of China (Taiwan) 
to Belize; and Hon. Thea Garcia-Ramirez, Minister of Human Development, 
Family Support, and Gender Affairs. In their remarks, speakers emphasized 
the value of international cooperation and the transformative impact of 
investing in people. 
 
A total of fifty-two participants successfully completed Phase 1 of the project 
and received certificates in recognition of their achievements. A testimonial 
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delivered by Ms. Xiomara Patt, a project beneficiary from Corozal, 
highlighted the tangible ways in which participants’ lives have improved. 
 
In her remarks, Minister Garcia-Ramirez reaffirmed the Ministry’s 
commitment to empowering communities through strategic partnerships and 
targeted social investment. “This project is about more than income. It’s 
about independence, dignity, and unlocking the potential that already exists 
within our people,” she said. 
 
The launch of Phase II will build on the achievements of the initial phase by 
expanding outreach to additional districts and enhancing the scope and 
depth of training and services offered to aspiring entrepreneurs. 
 
The Ministry extends its sincere gratitude to the Government and people of 
Taiwan for their continued partnership and remains confident in the 
transformative outcomes Phase 2 will achieve. 
 
Ends  
 


