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Belize Hosts Council of Ministers Meeting of the Central
American Commission for Environment and Development

Belmopan, February 7, 2023

Belize hosted the first Central American Commission for Environment and
Development (CCAD) Council of Ministers Meeting as President Pro
Tempore under the Central American Integration System (SICA). Honorable
Orlando Habet, Minister of Sustainable Development, Climate Change and
Disaster Risk Management, presided over the proceedings at the Grand
Caribe Hotel Resort in San Pedro, Ambergris Caye.

The Council of Ministers Meeting is being held in the margins of the Initiative
20 X 20, Bonn Challenge, and AFOLU Joint Meeting on Restoring Degraded
Lands. The objective of the meeting is to share the achievements of the
outgoing Pro Tempore Presidency of the Dominican Republic, present
Belize’s priorities during its presidency, review the 2022 financial report, and
approve the 2023 budget. Project reports and new project concepts are
being presented for approval.

During its presidency, Belize will prioritize the development of an
interregional agenda on climate change with a particular focus on climate
finance and advancing the Revised Regional Framework for Achieving
Development and Resilience to Climate Change; brokering a regional
position on the Loss and Damage Fund; developing regional policy
documents including the regional seagrass management strategy; and
developing action plans on biodiversity, climate change, marine litter, and
forest fire management. Belize’s CCAD priorities are aligned closely with
those of the SICA Presidency.

The Central American Commission for Environment and Development was
established with the mission of developing a regional regime for
environmental cooperation and integration that contributes to improving the
quality of life of the populations of its Member States.
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