FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Monday, 4" September 2023

GOB Secures Funds for the Management of the MTDS

The Government of Belize has received €400,000 (BZ$855,000) in grant funds from the European
Union (EU) through its Technical Cooperation Facility. These funds will be used to support the
Ministry of Economic Development (MED) in effectively managing the National Development
Strategy — Plan Belize Medium-Term Development Strategy (MTDS) — and for Development
Partnership Coordination.

The MED will utilize the funds to execute the following activities:

I.  Develop a Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) framework for the MTDS and SDG
targets for use by the GOB ministries;

II.  Support MED with the coordination of Belize’s development partners, ensuring
alignment of agency interventions to national development objectives at programme and
implementation levels;

II.  Support the Policy and Planning Unit in timely and efficient monitoring and reporting
of the Public Sector Investment Programme; and

IV.  Support the GOB with policy-driven and/or capacity-building initiatives promoting
economic development.

Mr. Aniceto Rodriguez Ruiz, EU Head of Cooperation to Belize, expressed his sincere appreciation
for the excellent partnership developed with the ministry over the years. He also shared the EU’s
delight in assisting the MED in supporting the effective preparation, management, and oversight
of the GOB’s national development plans, particularly, strengthening the implementation and

monitoring of the Medium-Term Development Framework.

Dr. Osmond Martinez, CEO in the ministry, emphasized that these initiatives will strengthen efforts
to identify gaps in the development processes and address them with the necessary policies to meet
the objectives of Plan Belize. Furthermore, it will assist the GOB in efficiently coordinating

partnerships to promote alignment with the MTDS.

On behalf of the Government of Belize, CEO Martinez expressed his gratitude to the European
Union for its unwavering commitment to the development of Belize.
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