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PR#181-22 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Ministry of Rural Transformation Trains Staff in Geophysical Water 
Detection Techniques  

 
Belmopan. July 11, 2022. 3:10 p.m. 
 

The Ministry of Rural Transformation, Community Development, Labour and 

Local Government today embarked on a five-day training session on 

geophysical water detection techniques using electrical resistivity 

technology. The training is being provided for the Rural Water and Supply 

Unit and some of the Rural Community Development Officers. 

Representatives from the Hydrology and Geology departments, the National 

Meteorological Service, the National Climate Change Office and the Belize 

Social Investment Fund are also participating.  

 

The training will cover both theoretical and practical application methods. 

The theoretical component includes field techniques, safety, and data 

analysis and interpretation using a 2.5 Hz Ultra MiniRes s/n 332 Resistivity 

Meter, which the ministry has acquired. The resistivity meter is used to test 

a location for the presence of ground water by measuring the amount of 

resistance to the electrical flow. 

 

The training is being conducted by Dr. Robert Wiley, Research Associate 

Professor from the University of Houston, and his associate Mr. Johnathan 

Magnus. Dr. Wiley is a groundwater geophysics lecturer with extensive 

experience in industry research. His career has been characterized by the 

development and deployment of algorithmic solutions to meet immediate 

exploration and production needs ranging from seismic signal analysis 

through seismic modelling and migration, to seismic attributes and inversion 

for lithology. 
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The procurement of the electrical resistivity meter, as well as the training, will 

equip the staff with the necessary data and tools to carry out groundwater 

exploration, thus allowing the Rural Transformation Department to carry out 

its mandate of providing clean potable water to all rural communities. 

 

Ends  

 

For more information, please contact: 
Ms. Ginee Neal 
Public Relations Officer 
Ministry of Rural Transformation, Community Development, Labour and 
Local Government 
g.neal@labour.gov.bz 
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