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PR#283-23 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

MOHW Advises on the Responsible Use of Antibiotics 
 

Belmopan, December 14, 2023.  
 
To reduce the incidence of antibiotic resistance within Belize’s population, 
the Ministry of Health & Wellness (MOHW) advises the public to: 

1. only use antibiotics and other antimicrobial agents when prescribed by 

a registered doctor; 

2. always take antibiotics on time; 

3. complete the entire duration of your treatment even if you are feeling 

better; and 

4. refrain from sharing your antibiotics with others or taking antibiotics 

that have been prescribed for someone else.  

Antibiotics are powerful, lifesaving medications that fight off bacterial 
infections; however, when overused or misused, they can cause more harm 
by creating antibiotic resistance – when the antibiotic becomes ineffective 
against the same bacterial infections they were designed to treat. 
 
The MOHW, in collaboration with the Belize Police Department and Customs 
and Excise Department, is increasing its surveillance for illegal antibiotics. 
Any individual found to be acting in contravention of the Antibiotics Act will 
be prosecuted. 
 
The ministry reminds the public that, in accordance with the Antibiotics Act, 
CAP 33 of the Substantive Laws of Belize: 

• The importation and storage of antibiotics should only be conducted by 

entities which hold a license issued by MOHW to do so.  

• Importers of antibiotics should only sell or transfer antibiotics to 

registered practitioners and pharmacies that hold a license issued by 

MOHW. 
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• Antibiotics should not be sold to shops. Merchants are advised not to 

purchase for resale antibiotics in any presentation (ointments, tablets, 

capsules, injectables, etc.) 

• Antibiotics should only be sold by licensed pharmaceutical facilities 

and with a valid prescription from a registered doctor.  

The Ministry of Health & Wellness looks forward to the public’s cooperation 
in ensuring the responsible use of antibiotics. Please contact the ministry at 
822-2325 or 828-6721, or a pharmacist for more information. 
 
Ends 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Dr. Chrystal Samouge 
Chief Drug Inspector 
Drug Inspectorate Unit 
Ministry of Health & Wellness 
828-6721 
 
  
 


